Prevalence of HBV and HCV infection in Japanese patients with hepatocellular carcinoma.
The prevalence of hepatitis B virus (HBV) and hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection was investigated in 63 Japanese patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). HBV infection was confirmed by measuring hepatitis B surface antigen and HBV-DNA in the serum, and HCV infection was confirmed by measuring antibody to HCV using a 2nd generation test and HCV-RNA in serum. Some 54.0% of the patients had HCV infection only, 27.0% had HBV infection only, and 9.5% had both HCV and HBV infection. Only 9.5% of HCC patients had neither HCV nor HBV markers. These results indicate that, in Japan, HCV and HBV infection is an important factor associated with HCC, and that the hepatitis virus may have a role in the carcinogenesis of HCC.